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                                         Visit our homepage at www.cfmoaa.org

The 2015 Robert F. DeMeter Chapter Service Award for
Outstanding Service was awarded to Tammy Beshlin at the
2nd Annual Awards and Recognition Luncheon on March

17 held at The Mash House.

 The DeMeter Award was established in 1998 to honor the
memory of the late president of the Cape Fear Chapter.

 Tammy is the 18th recipient of the award and received it
for her contributions as the Golf Committee Chair/Annual Tour-
nament Director the past three years.

 Read the President’s Report on page 2 for more about
Tammy.



Infogram - April 2016 -page 2

www.cfmoaa.org                           Like us on Facebook

  President’s Report
By COL (Ret) Juan I. Chavez, USA

           Phone (910)797-5419, email: President@cfmoaa.org

    Well deserved recognition

Everyone was Irish at our second annual
Awards and Recognition Luncheon held
on Saint Patrick’s Day at The Mash

House Restaurant.  The atmosphere was festive
and upbeat as we recognized and thanked several
members of our chapter for their outstanding ser-
vice and contributions to our chapter.

The highlight of the meeting was presen-
tation of the coveted Robert F. DeMeter Chapter
Service Award to Tammy Beshlin.  I can think
of no one more deserving of this award than
Tammy.  As our Golf Tournament Director for
the past three years, Tammy was instrumental in
raising over $60,000 for our scholarship fund
during that period.  Tammy is the first female
recipient of the award, as well as, the first spouse
to be so honored.  Thanks Tammy for all your
hard work and we wish you another record-bust-
ing year this year.

A Chapter President’s Proclamation des-
ignating the top junior ROTC scholarship award-
ed by the Cape Fear Chapter each year as the
“Bill Dadek Memorial Scholarship” in honor of
Bill Dadek was read and presented posthumous-
ly to his widow Maureen Dadek.  Bill Dadek
served with distinction as our 3rd Vice President
for ROTC Affairs and Chairman of the ROTC
Scholarship Committee for eight years until his
untimely passing in December 2015.

Past Chapter Presidents Arlie Smith, Bob
Garman and Charlie Brindel were presented with
new chapter coins mounted on coin locks in ap-
preciation for their past service as Chapter Presi-
dents.  Past Presidents Art Rodriguez and Bob
Smoot were out of town and unable to attend.

Finally, all USO volunteers and members
of the Chapter Honor Guard in attendance were
presented with certificates of appreciation for
their dedicated service.

It is always a pleasure to recognize and
reward those who step up to help make our chap-
ter a better organization.  Of course there is al-
ways a shortage of help.  For instance, several of
our USO volunteers had to step down this past
year because of health issues or “burn out” and
we desperately need replacements.  Same was
the case with our Chapter Honor Guard, but for-
tunately, Tim Atkinson, Steve Byrnes, Ron
O’Brien, and Rust Bradley have volunteer to fill
vacant positions

I’m also happy to report that Sara
VanderClute and Tom Delahunty have volun-
teered their talents to help Don Gersh, our News-
letter Editor – Sara as a Special Correspondent,
and Tom as Circulation Manager.  Moreover,
Stan Dodson joined our Personal Affairs Com-
mittee as our Veterans Affairs Liaison Officer
and will be representing our chapter at local VA
forums.  So action is starting to pick up in the
“volunteer front,” and I couldn’t be more
pleased.

In closing, I want to once again congratu-
late all our award recipients and thank them for
their hard work, their concern, and their interests
in making our chapter a meaningful and viable
organization.  If any of you are interested in
helping us out in any capacity, please call me or
any member of our executive board.  Thanks for
your support and God bless.

Juan
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The Cape Fear Infogram is
published monthly for its
membership by the
Cape Fear Chapter,
Military Officers Associa-
tion of America
Post Office Box 53621
Fayetteville, NC 28305

Editorial Policy
The Cape Fear Chapter is
affiliated with MOAA.  As
such, the Cape Fear Chap-
ter is nonpartisan. Editorial
policies are established by
the Chapter’s Publisher
and Editor and are in con-
sonance with MOAA’s.

Advertising and sponsor-
ship are accepted based
on MOAA policies and
standards.

Editor may be reached at
(910) 624-4597 or
Secretary@cfmoaa.org

Chapter website
http://cfmoaa.org/

Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/
CapeFearChapterMOAA/

MOAA website
http://www.moaa.org/

MOAA “Take Action”
http://www.moaa.org/take
action/

Membership
Commissioned and warrant
officers (former, current,
retired) of all uniformed
services

Chapter Notes:

Membership

RECRUITING   The much dreaded “bolo” month finally made
its appearance in March.  Our string of 38 consecutive months
of bringing in at least one new member into our chapter, finally
snapped – we recruited zilch, nil, nada last month; our count
remains at four for the year.  We need to nip this in the bud
quick.

We discussed this problem at our monthly board of di-
rectors meeting and we arrived at a quandary as to what we
need to do to motivate the general membership to help us re-
cruit.  We have repeatedly asked every member to recruit just
one new member, but that message doesn’t seem to resonate
very well.

We want to entertain any suggestions from the general
membership as to what else we can do to attract new members.
We’ll soon be receiving a roster of prospective members from
MOAA National; it’s a list of MOAA National members who
reside in our catchment area, but are not members of our chap-
ter.  If you have any ideas on how we should work that roster,
please share them with us. You can call or email me or any
member of the executive board and I promise that we’ll consid-
er any and all input.  If you want to help us stuff and mail let-
ters, make phone calls, etc., that is even better.  Let us hear from
you.

RETENTION The membership renewal campaign for 2016
continues at a snail’s pace.  We were hoping to close this cam-
paign on March 31st, but it was not to be, therefore, we have
reluctantly extended the deadline to April 30th.  If you haven’t
renewed yet, please cease procrastinating and do it as soon as
you finish reading this.

If you misplaced your renewal notice just use the form
on page 7 of the Infogram and remit today, or you can renew
online and pay by credit card at
https://chapterdues.moaa.org/Membership.aspx.

 If you have doubts as to your status please call
Secretary Don Gersh at (910) 624-4597.
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Editorial By LTC (Ret) Don Gersh, USA
Phone (910) 624-4597, email Secretary@cfmoaa.org

It’s time (again) to renew membership

The renewal period for 2015 ran from Octo-
ber 2014 through November 2015.  That’s
when I stopped trying to contact members

who were tardy withy their annual dues.   This
year’s renewal period also began in November.
Now that’s not the official “beginning” month,
but rather when some of our members begin
sending in their dues for the upcoming year.  I
assure you I appreciate those early renewals.

 I told the Board of Directors at the Janu-
ary meeting that I hoped to have this year’s re-
newals completed by early April. Once again, it
did not happen.  I hope it does not drag on as it
has the past three years.

 According to the Chapter ‘s Constitution
and By-Laws (Article VI Section 3): Members
who fail to pay their dues within 60 days from the
time they become due will be notified by the Sec-
retary and if payment is not received within the
next 30 days will, without further notice and
without hearing, be dropped from the rolls.

I assure you no one has been DFR’ed
from the Chapter.  I will continue to send remind-
ers via email and the US Postal Service.  I do not
want to call, but feel free to call me on my cell
phone at (910) 624-4597 if you want me to check
on your status.  My records are in pretty good or-
der, but they may not be perfect.  If you mailed a
check and it has not been cashed, please contact
me.  I do not hold onto them for more than a cou-
ple of days before I mail them to the Treasurer.

Thank you!

Cape Fear Chapter 3rd Vice President Marty
Williams (left) presents a $500 check to
COL (Ret) Eli Ballard, US Army, Senior In-
structor of the Junior ROTC Program at
West Bladen High School in Bladenboro.
The Cadets will celebrate the 100th Anniver-
sary of the Reserve Officers Training Corps
Program.  The JROTC Cadets are sponsor-
ing a community run later in spring. (Photo
by Don Gersh)

Carol Ivey, Surviving Spouse
Liaison for the Chapter, re-
cently coordinated with the
Fort Bragg Soldier and Family
Assistance Center to provide
free tickets to spouses and
soldiers in the Wounded War-
rior Transition Battalion to view the produc-
tion DOWNRANGE, Voices from the
Homefront. The Chapter donated the tickets
to the world premiere play written by Mike
Wiley and directed by Tom Quaintance.

Kudos
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Life After Active Duty

 Local MOAA Members Continue To Achieve
By Sara VanderClute, Special Correspondent

One might not recognize Mark Boyatt
from the small photo on the back of his
book, “Special Forces: A Unique Na-

tional Asset.”  In that photo, he’s in uniform,
looking over his shoulder at the camera with a
somewhat restrained smile.

Fast forward to a recent afternoon in
Barnes & Noble, and it’s a broad authentic smile
that illuminates the tanned visage of Mark Boy-
att, Colonel, US Army, Retired.  He generously
agreed to be the first in a series of profiles of lo-
cal MOAA members, illustrating how former
officers continue to achieve distinction after mil-
itary service. In a candid conversation, Colonel
Boyatt spoke about his military career, his fami-
ly and his reasons for settling in Fayetteville.

Boyatt’s most recent professional
achievement, 16 years after his Army retirement,
is the publication of his aforementioned book. A
continuum of a life that has been profoundly in-
fluenced by the military, the book has received
high praise from former US Ambassador David
Passage, among others, “…as an excellent and
comprehensive history of one of our nation’s
premier military tools.”  The book originated as
a paper during Colonel Boyatt’s attendance at
the Army War College, and continued to germi-
nate in his mind in the subsequent two decades.

Following his 29 years in the US Army,
Colonel Boyatt spent 12 years in the defense
contracting industry.  Even with more than 40
years of cumulative service to the military seg-
ment of our society, Colonel Boyatt is no Polly-
anna about the military as a career choice.

“I don’t know if I’d counsel young peo-
ple today to go into the Army,” he says. “The
Army, even before I retired, was becoming a

laboratory for so-
cial experimenta-
tion.  And now
there’s all the po-
litical correct-
ness…”

But the
world was a dif-
ferent place in
1971. Growing up
in a military fami-
ly had prepared
Boyatt for the ca-

reer he embarked on that year. He enjoyed the
dual benefits of seeing the world as he moved
with his career military father, but he also knew
the security and anchor of knowing life on a
family farm, where his grandparents lived in
Maryville, Tenn. Life overseas and various state-
side bases, interspersed with time spent in
Maryville, provided young Mark Boyatt with a
good sense of what is required in military ser-
vice and the confidence to do it.  After graduat-
ing from the University of Tennessee, and the
ROTC program there, Boyatt was commissioned
into the Army in June 1971.

Becoming a member of the local MOAA
chapter was easy – he joined because he was in-
vited to do so by another member.  Boyatt values
the products and services offered by MOAA and

                         (BOYATT on next page)

            Mark Boyatt
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(BOYATT continued from page 5)

he says there is value in MOAA membership on
a local level.

“Being a member keeps you in touch with
the people who served with you,” he says, “but it
also introduces you to people who served in the
other services.”

Mark and Nancy Boyatt recently celebrat-
ed a 36th wedding anniversary, and are now fully
retired and happily settled in North Carolina, liv-
ing in the Eastover community. The Boyatts ad-
opted this as their home state after tours of duty

at Fort Bragg, and raising their children here.
The offspring all live in the state, so there’s good
reason to stay. Looking forward to a cross-coun-
try motor trip in August, the Boyatts will spend
time in California and points in between.  Look-
ing back on a happy childhood as a military
“brat,” a successful military career, and contin-
ued service in the military contracting industry,
Colonel Boyatt personifies the possibilities of a
full and contributory life that can follow military
service.

Colonel Boyatt’s book can be obtained at
Amazon.com or through the following website:
www.outskirtpress.com/bookstore.

   MOAA Veterans Service Officer
  Monthly Visit - April 27-28

Kevin Knapp (see March 2016 Infogram for story) will be in
town April 27-28 to assist MOAA members file VA claims.

Call him at (252) 916-6631 or email him at kevink@moaa.org.
to schedule an appointment

He will be located in the Green Beret Foundation offices at
6515 Dental Lane, Fayetteville, NC 28314.

       Kevin Knapp

Friday, May 27

2nd Annual Scholarship Awards Luncheon at
The Mash House

Meinhardt ROTC and Dadek JROTC Scholarships
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Revised Jan 2016

____

____ ____ ___ ___ ____

___

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE CAPE FEAR CHAPTER OF THE

MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION of AMERICA

Initial Application Renewal Date

(Last Name) (First Name) (MI) (Rank) (Branch of Service)

(Mailing Address: Number and Street) (Preferred Telephone Number)

(City) (State) (Zip) (Email Address)

Birth date _______________ Spouse’s name ______________________

Status: Retired Active Duty Former Officer Reserve National Guard

Cadet/Midshipman Surviving Spouse (Please fill in the above information but show
your deceased spouse’s rank and branch of service)

I am a member of National MOAA; my member # is _______________ . I am a Life Member

I am not a National MOAA member, but intend to join.

I would like to receive my chapter newsletter via: Email USPS

In addition to my dues, I have included a donation of $________ for the Chapter’s ROTC Scholarship Fund.

Signature:

Annual Chapter membership dues: $20.00 for Regular members
$10.00 for Surviving Spouses

Please mail this application with your check (payable to CFC, MOAA) to:

CAPE FEAR CHAPTER, MOAA
P.O. Box 53621

Fayetteville, NC 28305
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Chaplain’s Thoughts
          By Chap (LTC) Timothy Atkinson, USA

     phone (910) 978-3541 chaplain@cfmoaa.org

Desire, Discipline and Delight

I’ve noticed how military members long after
completing their service are often able to use
their discipline and training to adapt to the

everyday battles of life and succeed and win.

David the psalmist here was a warrior
who knew how to fight and win. He and his
mighty men had spectacular results in battle and
were God’s special operators.

My desire for MOAA Cape Fear mem-
bers and all veterans and family members is to
be victorious over all the battles we may be fac-
ing. David knew how his God was the one who
helped him and was his source. We can get His
help too in the areas that would make a differ-
ence for ourselves and our family members.

I remember when I served with the 82nd
Aviation Brigade in Iraq during Operation En-
durance Freedom I, although the unit had trained

well, the situations were different in combat and
we had to have discipline to overcome. Because
the situations were war related and different than
what we expected we had to adjust and retrain.
We did and were successful in the challenges we
faced. You too can adapt and discipline yourself
in order to overcome in the battles of life for
God and country. Peg and I are rooting for you
and care and trust the Lord to help you to win.

In our verse David was delighting in God
and in how He had helped Him to be trained,
ready, and victorious. Let us delight in God our
strength/rock to succeed in the trials of life as we
hold on to His promises and keep trying. In con-
clusion, to reach forward we must desire the
right things, we must discipline ourselves to
ready ourselves through faith in God, and then
we like David will delight in the outcome. Bless-
ings and grace to you in the Lord!

Blessed be the Lord, my rock, Who trains my hands for
war, And my fingers for battle.”           Psalms 144:1
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IN MEMORIAM
LTC (Ret) David Frank , US Army (November 25, 1915 – March 30, 2016)

It is with deep regret that we announce that LTC (Ret) David Frank one of
our regular members passed away on 30 March 2016 at the age of 100.
Dave relocated to Stallings, NC following the death of his wife Clara in
2014, but remained a member of our chapter.

Dave was a World War II veteran and one of the original members of the
Cape Fear Chapter when it was formed in 1961.  Both Dave and Clara
were very active members of the chapter for many years, and are still re-
membered fondly by many.

Our heartfelt condolences are extended to the Frank family during their bereavement.



Infogram - April 2016 -page 10

www.cfmoaa.org                           Like us on Facebook

Cape Fear Chapter, MOAA
Post Office Box 53621
Fayetteville, NC 28305

“We are a powerful voice speaking
for a strong national defense, and
representing the interests of military
officers and their families at every
stage of their career.”

   5 Apr - CFC Board of Directors Meeting at Iron Mike Conference Center, 1100 hours
27-28 Apr - Kevin Knapp, MOAA VSO (see page 6 for  information)

  3 May - CFC Board of Directors Meeting at Iron Mike Conference Center, 1100 hours
21 May - Armed Forces Day
27 May - CFC / 2nd Annual Scholarship Awards Luncheon, The Mash House, 1130 hours
30 May - Memorial Day

  7 Jun - CFC Board of Directors Meeting at Iron Mike Conference Center, 1100 hours
14 Jun - Army’s 241st Birthday
14 Jun - Flag Day

  4 Jul - Independence Day
  5 Jul - CFC Board of Directors Meeting at Iron Mike Conference Center, 1100 hours

  2 Aug - CFC Board of Directors Meeting at Iron Mike Conference Center, 1100 hours

Calendar of Events

www.cfmoaa.org
c


